THE WRITING PROCESS

Some hints on your steps.


You are encouraged to come up with your own writing process, but keep in mind that the best processes are the ones that force the reader to not only “play with words,” but also think seriously about the topic at hand on a number of different levels.





Some possible steps for your writing process:





Write three separate introductions for your essay. The introduction sets the tone for the entire essay and often times carries it to either success or failure. Be as unique as you can with each introduction because, chances are, one of them will be very good and you can go with it.


Do a very quick, unstructured free-write on either the main topic or sub-topics in your essay


Fill in an entire notebook page with DOODLES: thoughts on your topic in word, sentence, picture, etc. form. A LICENSE TO DOODLE!


Do multiple reflections throughout the process of writing your essay. While many kids don’t see the benefit of reflections, do a few and you will see how they help.


Get a peer edit from a stranger


Look at your topic from an opposite/backwards viewpoint. There is no better way to get a handle on your subject than to take a 180 with it. Make the hydrant pee on the dog and look at something from a different viewpoint. This holds true in all levels of thinking. 





Activity: Change a common rule and give reasons why the change is needed





EX. Kids should NOT be permitted to wear helmets while riding a bike


Reasons:  	1. ambulance rides can be fun


		2. people can sign your head cast 


		3. you only use 80% of your brain anyway


		4. you may find a nickel in time spent on ground


See? Silly activity but it gets the brain to start thinking from the other side…THIS CAN HELP IN WRITING BY LOOKING AT BIG PICTURE POSSIBILITES. 
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