Course Syllabus

Sports Literature

Mr. Brocato

The breakdown of your grade will follow this approximation:

10%: The keeping of a marble journal for in-class and outside-of-class writing

25%: Class participation. This ties directly into your attendance and will be graded extremely critically. If you are absent more than 7 times in a semester course, this grade will be less than 50, which will prohibit you from getting no higher than a C for the quarter no matter WHAT you do on the other work. 

20%: Random tests, quizzes, homework, etc. You will need to constantly prepare for this course whether it be reading a novel, researching, or preparing yourself for a guest speaker.  

45%: Formal writing, essays, and prolonged assignments

The statement guiding this course is the following (please keep it in mind throughout): Sports has the power to transcend culture, nationality, religion, values…in short, differences of all kinds. It breaks down barriers and builds bridges. –Mark Tewksbury
The following topics and assignments, in no particular chronological order, will provide the basis for the course: 

*Three novels will be covered formally in the course

*Weekly reading of Sports Illustrated

*Weekly sports columns covering relevant topics (not ALL students will do this weekly, but perhaps three students will have a column week 2, 3 others on week 3, etc.). Your column will follow the same basic format of SI weekly columnist Steve Rushin. Meaning, it will have substance, theme, and relevance.
*In groups of 4, choose 1 major sport each and indicate its true origins, pioneers, importance to society at certain times and present in a powerpoint presentation

*For a quarter project, 4 people will be assigned to research a historical and monumental RI sporting event, moment, athlete, team, etc. There are many from which to choose…RI Reds, MSC hockey, Westerly basketball from the 40’s, PC basketball, etc. You will need to hand in all your research in a binder to me, and much of the research should be actual calls made to real people connected with the events. The culmination will be a 90 minute roundtable discussion of all your findings and research. 
*Another possibility for a quarter project: closely follow one of our sports teams and develop a 30 minute documentary that includes video of games, behind scenes things, interviews, your own interjections of thematic thoughts that connect to the guiding statement above, etc. 

*Research elements of East Greenwich sports history

*Interview a grandparent (either yours or a classmates’) who has had some connection to a historical sporting event, athlete, team, etc. Type up a simple Q & A paper. Invite this person in for extra credit

*Read outside books of interest…non-fiction sports literature

*Prepare for guest speakers: athletes and sports figures connected to RI whom I will attempt to get into class

*Do an analysis of the Olympic Games and their impact on world relations

*Find a current EG athlete who has had an exceptional road to get where he/she is athletically. Write an expose on him/her. 
*Analysis of movies Remember the Titans and Hoosiers. Research actual history from the stories. 

*Keep sports blogs

*And the Fans Roared: a look back at some famous calls and the athletic events that shaped a nation
