NARRATIVE STEPS
MR. BROCATO

The following steps will lead you into your narrative. If I want you to skip a step, I will let you know. 

Step 1. Go to my website under Creative Writing and read the 1B Agassi example. Print it out and underline/make note of strong writing procedure. NOTE: ONLY PRINT OUT PAGES 1 AND 2 OF THE EXCERPT!!!!!! (WHEN YOU GET TO BOTTOM, YOU WILL SEE PAGE NUMBERS ON THE SI SITE)
Step 2.  Practice with writing extended similes/metaphors. There is nothing better than a smart, effective metaphor to make your point. All it requires is for you to think of a subject (a VERY hungry person eating) and a comparison (maybe describe the image of when the garbage truck has that handle in the back and lifts a dumpster, dumping all its contents into the back).  Here are some examples:

"The teacher descended upon the exams, sank his talons into their pages, ripped the answers to shreds, and then, perching in his chair, began to digest." A person has decided to compare a teacher to a hawk because of the way he/she is demanding. 
“Love is a 10 speed bike that is colourful, powerful and sleek. It can sweep you along at a dizzying pace or change gears to climb a difficult hill. If you don’t take care of it, it can rust from misuse or the brakes can seize, but with regular maintenance, it can help you to glide through the many phases of life.”
“Truth is a rainstorm that lights up the sky, crashes through the atmosphere and washes us clean. No matter how strong the shelters we create, truth can charge through our defenses and leave us exposed to the elements.”

Try to write five of your own. I’ll give you the first “prompt” and you can come up with the others. 
1. The brain is…..(i.e. the engine of the car. It needs to be nourished with gasoline, ……)

Step 3: Brain Puke…..the possibilities
Step 4: Take something from your use and write a completely chaotic doodle/idea page. Anything you can think about from phrases, words, feelings, etc. 

Step 5 Shift hears and let your idea sit for a little, but let’s write:
Study these hands carefully. 
Choose one to write a MIDDLE paragraph of a potential narrative, with your focus being the following:

1. The narration is first person (use “I”), with the subject being the person who “owns” the hands. 

2. The paragraph should be somewhere in the middle of the narrative, with the scene being the person is looking in the mirror and reflecting on his/her life in a very serious, subdued way. Use plenty of imagery, show-v-tell, and try to truly capture the heart and soul of a reflective person. 
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Step 6: Write your first draft and bring in to be peer edited. DO NOT BE MARRIED TO THIS THING! BE PREPARED TO CHANGE IT. 

Step 7. Outline the events that occur in your narrative. Identify the places where you or others involved had to make a decision of some kind. For each decision point, brainstorm on the alternatives that could have been pursued. What other options were available? Once you've thought through the possibilities, examine the way that you discuss the decisions in your draft -- do you include details on the alternatives? How do these other options affect the way that you think about the event now? Have you looked back at the event that you're writing about and thought, "Gee, I wish I had done that differently"? Add some depth to your narrative by fleshing out alternatives as well as how and when they became important.
Step 8: Readers will want to know why you're sharing the story. Your narrative needs to answer the question, "So what?" When your readers get to the end of the story, you should have answered the question for them. Have you? If you wrote about something obvious like a divorce, have you portrayed your feelings? What if you wrote about something as mundane as a basketball game. Have you answered the question? IN OTHER WORDS, IS THERE SOMETHING TO BE LEARNED FROM YOUR PIECE OR HAS IT BEEN A MEANDERING, UNSATISFIED EXPERIENCE????

Step 9: Draft 2 to be peer edited

Step 10: Final draft
