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A Game of Constant


Smacking the warm leather with your fist, you stand poised and ready. Your beaten glove then rests at your sides as the wind blows just enough to tousle your hair in your face, sending the aroma of freshly grilled hot dogs in the direction of you and your outfield. Baseball, “America’s pastime”, has always involved merely hitting a ball with a wooden bat, as simple a game it may be, it remains constant. There are always nine players, there are always nine innings, there are always three outs, there is always a winner and loser. America as a nation has had its good times and not so good times, but “the one constant through all these years has been baseball” (Field of Dreams). Whether it be for personal reasons to love the game or just loving the game for the passion it may bring, involvement in baseball has brought out the character no other sport has managed to do. The true and honest consistency of baseball is evident throughout the movie Field of Dreams, as Moonlight Graham represents second chances, Shoeless Joe Jackson represents simpler times, and Ray Kinsella represents self-discovery.     


Within Field of Dreams, Moonlight Graham represents the second chance that baseball can bring. At one point in the movie, Ray Kinsella asks Dr. Archibald “Moonlight” Graham what his one wish was. Having only played a single inning in right field during a professional baseball game, Moonlight responds, “Well you know I…I never got to bat in the major leagues. I would have liked to have had that chance. Just once…That’s what I wish for” (Field of Dreams). As the movie progresses, Ray and Terrence Mann pick a young Archie Graham off the side of the road and bring him to Ray’s field, the “field of dreams.” Playing baseball on a diamond in the middle of a corn field gives Moonlight his chance to relive his hope for a future that he never managed to live through. Every day, people are faced with regret and wishes of one last chance to rewrite the wrongs. Baseball has remained the game of redemption and moving past those regrets that haunt us within our lives. So many stories have been told of having such a distant relationship with someone incompatible to them, but the bond managed to become closer and stronger after finding the common interest of baseball. The nine inning game full of headfirst slides, homerun balls, and rebounding after mistakes has created a true meaning to the never-ending struggle to avoid eventually having that one last game. But, just as Moonlight Graham is able to have a chance to play in a game that he considered a mere wish, baseball is a game of constant second chances.

Throughout Field of Dreams, Shoeless Joe Jackson represents the feeling of happiness within simplicity that baseball can carry. Shoeless Joe Jackson had allegedly been part of the White Sox scandal that resulted in players found guilty for throwing the 1919 World Series for money and being banned from playing baseball. Despite likely innocence ending with his banishment, Shoeless Joe admits “Getting thrown out of baseball was like having a part of me amputated. I’ve heard that old men wake up and scratch itchy legs that had been dust for over fifty years. That was me. I’d wake up at night with the smell of the ball park in my nose, the cool of the grass on my feet…the thrill of the grass” (Field of Dreams). Shoeless Joe loves the game for the passion that it brought to him and the simplistic serenity that his surroundings brought him. That smack of the leather as he caught fly balls already being considered triples, that crack as the wood of the bat splinters from a single stroke. He plays for the joy of the game and simple happiness as he concludes, “Man, I did love this game. I’d have played for food money. It was the game…The sounds, the smells. Did you ever hold a ball or a glove to your face? ... Shoot, I’d play for nothing” (Field of Dreams). Baseball is more than just earning money for Shoeless Joe, and he hardly cares for the payment of the game but rather the payoff. He looks at baseball as if it was his home, his outfield territory, and reflects on how the game of baseball can be enjoyed for even the simplest of reasons.

While Field of Dreams progresses, Ray Kinsella represents the journey of self- discovery and realization that baseball can induce. In the start of the movie, Ray seemed content as he describes himself as, “I’m 36 years old, I love my family, I love baseball and I’m about to become a farmer. But until I heard the voice, I’d never done a crazy thing in my whole life” (Field of Dreams). Ray seems to be fine with the life he has been leading, but later realizes that the “voice” haunting him in the cornfield may be talking to him for a reason. With the fear of becoming his father, Ray chooses to embark on an almost heroic journey. Just as any hero travels in an epic, Ray realizes his self importance and self-significance as signs lead him to Terrance Mann and Dr. Archibald Moonlight Graham (Archie Graham) but ultimately ends with returning home to the field. Back home as he discusses “heaven” with his dead father, John Kinsella, John describes heaven as the “place where dreams come true” (Field of Dreams). Ray’s look to his wife and daughter, realizing that this journey had truly brought him to heaven, proves that his family means everything to him. Because of his needed self-journey through baseball, Ray realizes that it’s not always about yourself but rather that you care for the important people in your life.

The game of baseball is full of the sights, the smells, and the sounds that have transformed it into America’s guilty pleasure. Despite the existence of many other sports, there is just something about the atmosphere of baseball that is comforting. Within the game there are so many occasions of second chances, reminders of simpler times, and journeys of self-discovery. The movie, Field of Dreams, is full of these aspects of baseball based upon the characters Moonlight Graham, Shoeless Joe Jackson, and Ray Kinsella. This consistency within a single event has led it to become such a favorite and such a huge part of everyday American lives. Individuality and complexity despite simplistic composition has led Saul Steinberg, like many others, to claim that, “Baseball is an allegorical play about America, a poetic, complex, and subtle play of courage, fear, good luck, mistakes, patience about fate, and sober self-esteem.” From the applauds from the crowd as their favorite player enters the field to the roar of the stadium as a diving catch is made, baseball has moved past the stereotypical sporting event to become an unfailing classic.
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