Creative Writing packet

Mr. Brocato

The purpose of this packet is to allow you to work on your writing in short, manageable tasks rather than write bulky, lengthy pieces at this point. Craft each sentence with precision and style. 

Above all, TAKE MAJOR RISKS AND PLAY WITH THE LANGUAGE. 

Type out all final copy. 

Task 1: Create original, single sentences that pack power based on the following situations. Make sure your point of view works…first person doesn’t always. 

1. A stroll through a cemetary at midnight

2. A stay in an emergency room

3. A 5 year old splashing in a puddle

4. The smell of an amrpit

5. Stranded in a packed subway of strangers

6. A blind man at the beach

7. A man getting a tattoo of his deceased mother’s name

8. A man in the 25th mile of a marathon

9. Internal thoughts of a man listening to someone who bores him to no end

10. Shipwrecked on an island for a year and you finally see the helicopter coming…
Task 2: Poetry. Write a poem based on the following Anne Sexton poem. If you have never seen the poem, write about your own room and mimic the same type of style. In fact, use the SAME FIRST THREE LINES and then write a poem that is of the same length. If you have seen this poem, like in my freshman class, write about another area in your life with which you are very familiar (your car, for example). 
The Room of My Life 
by Anne Sexton 

Here, 

in the room of my life 

the objects keep changing. 

Ashtrays to cry into, 

the suffering brother of the wood walls, 

the forty-eight keys of the typewriter 

each an eyeball that is never shut, 

the books, each a contestant in a beauty contest, 

the black chair, a dog coffin made of Naugahyde, 

the sockets on the wall 

waiting like a cave of bees, 

the gold rug 

a conversation of heels and toes, 

the fireplace 

a knife waiting for someone to pick it up, 

the sofa, exhausted with the exertion of a whore, 

the phone 

two flowers taking root in its crotch, 

the doors 

opening and closing like sea clams, 

the lights 

poking at me, 

lighting up both the soil and the laugh. 

The windows, 

the starving windows 

that drive the trees like nails into my heart. 

Each day I feed the world out there 

although birds explode 

right and left. 

I feed the world in here too, 

offering the desk puppy biscuits. 

However, nothing is just what it seems to be. 

My objects dream and wear new costumes, 

compelled to, it seems, by all the words in my hands 

and the sea that bangs in my throat.
Task 3: Poetry. Write a poem where you apply an extended metaphor (ideally, an IMPLIED ONE) and where you also apply some of the following: imagery, personification, alliteration, paradox. Make sure it has an overall theme to it. In other words, sit down with a plan in mind such as “I want to write a poem based on the theme that people in life simply are not original anymore” and then think of a perfect metaphor and structure that would fit such a theme. 

Task 4: Write one Petrarchan sonnet and one Shakespearean sonnet. Get help here (overlook a few grammatical errors on the site, but the link is kind  of cool: http://www.cranberrydesigns.com/poetry/sonnet/examples.htm
Task 5: write 3 (clean) limericks (get help here: http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/limerick.htm). I am looking for some creative, clever ones…don’t just throw words together. 
Task 6: Write 3 haiku  (get help here: http://www.writers-block-help.com/haiku-examples.html). Try one funny, one serious, and one of choice)
Task 7: 
Create a scene in approximately 100 words.


Now write it in 50 words


Now write it in 25.             (your goal is to not lose the essence of the plot)

Task 8: Writing badly to write well. By focusing on POOR style, you actually get better in tune with your own. You are to write THE ABSOLUTE WORST OPENING LINE TO A NOVEL BASED ON THE FOLLOWING GENRES:

Romance


Mystery (Jane died at the country club and Bill did it)


Tragedy


Western


Teen Fiction/Angst


Self Help Alcohol

Self Help Gambling

Self Help Eating disorder


Nursery Rhyme

Task 9: Write a ½ page mini-story that used very subtle foreshadowing and where we do not “get it” until the last line, but if we go back over the story, it will be obvious to us. This task is much in the fashion of “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson and “Sixth Sense” with Bruce Willis. This is very hard, but it requires you to work on the skill of subtlety. 

Task 10: come up with something originally cool for this task and go for it. 

