Creative Writing 

Final Examination

Mr. Brocato

Throughout the course, we have talked about: ways to develop memorable characters both directly and indirectly, effective dialogue, quality imagery, what a good conflict can do and how it impacts the pace of a story, lively word choice, setting, cutting things down rather than puffing things up, and more. Now it’s time to mesh everything together. For your final examination in the course, you must:

· Write the first 3 chapters of your novel, a novel that will eventually be 20 chapters in length. Each chapter must be approximately 5 pages in length.

· Include a chapter map for the remaining 17. While you are not writing these remaining chapters for the class, maybe eventually you will. Mark Twain once said that each and every one of us has a novel inside that needs to be written. Each map will be a 3 or 4 sentence broad explanation of what will happen in that chapter. A novelist doesn’t make things up as he/she goes along, so you must show that you have thought out the entire story in your head…this takes time and talent. 

· Because you are expected to fill out portfolio sheets for second quarter, all rough drafts and notes for this final examination will count towards that. 

· I will allow you to use class time to work and co-op with classmates and me. You are expected to be diligent and responsible with this as there will be zero tolerance for inefficient use of class time. 
· The old tale goes where the newspaper editor tells the reporter “dog bites man? That’s no story. Man bites dog? Now, THAT’S a story.” Don’t betray your talent here. Come up with a unique and entertaining plot for your novel. We’ve talked about originality being part of creativity…you have a blank slate, so get started.

