Cool Writing Hints

1. Use lively verbs…descriptive verbs. Don’t say someone ran quickly, say he bolted. 
2. Use participles, participle phrases (verbs that function as adjectives) and absolute phrases (a noun plus a verb that are used to modify something else in a sentence. 
Participle: the crying child, the deflated team

Participle Phrase: The leaves, falling gently, sang to me. 

Absolute Phrase: 
Teeth (n) clenched (V) like a vise grip, the nervous child waited in the doctor’s office. 

Flying through the air on the wings of a dream, the Olympian long jumper thrust the weight of his body forward.
These are really subtle things, but they all add up. 

3. Avoid articles when possible (a, an, the). Avoid “and” as well, though it’s hard. 

4. Semi-colons are ugly. Really ugly. It’s a copout form of punctuation that screams “I have written myself into a dead end and cannot get out!!” I’d rather see an effective fragment. 
5. Save the subject of the sentence to the end sometimes. It’s mysterious. 
6. Show and don’t tell. Don’t tell me someone is frantic, show me what frantic looks like, smells like, sounds like. 
7. Writers SEE THINGS FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE. Look around the room and turn ordinary objects into magical things that have stories behind them.
Tell me how the door feels (personification…the door groaned as it was plied open to start yet another tedious English class), tell me how people feel about IT, tell me about its past (from tree to shining thee). 

Just keep ‘em in mind. Don’t stagnate yourself thinking about each and every one of them. Writing shouldn’t be that mechanical or artificial. 
