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Cheaters Prosper


Every day people cheat. People cheat on their spouses, they cheat at cards, and they cheat on tests. But, does a faithful man or an honest poker player have it better off than a plagiarizer or a two-timing heartbreaker? Although many people would say that the cheaters are better off because they get what they want without doing as much hard work, cheaters don’t prosper. The satisfaction of getting something you worked hard for far outweighs the short lived rewards of cheating. Though there are many kinds of cheating, cheating in school is a prime example of why cheaters don’t prosper because one can clearly see the false rewards of cheating and how they put students at a disadvantage in the end.


When a student cheats on a test without getting caught, it seems as if the cheating was only helpful to him. In truth, although he gets a better grade because of it, the cheating put him at a disadvantage. The next time the information that he didn’t know comes up, be it on an exam, pop quiz, or essay prompt, he will not have the knowledge needed to do well. However, if he had not cheated, he would have learned those things and been able to apply that knowledge elsewhere. Many people get so caught up in grades that they forget the real reason that teachers even give tests, to gauge how much a student knows so that they can help them learn the things with which they need help. If a student doesn’t understand something or doesn’t want to understand something and cheats on a quiz, the teacher will never know that the student has a problem. If the teacher doesn’t know that there is a problem then he or she will most likely be under the impression that their students understand the material and are ready to move on. This puts cheaters at a disadvantage because they are not learning the things they are supposed to learn and they aren’t getting the help they need because they are lying about how much they know. It is terrible for them because by cheating, cheaters are actually cheating themselves out of knowledge that they pretend to have.  Cheaters aren’t as academically successful as honest students because they aren’t learning as much of the information that they are meant to learn. They are also much lazier than honest students. McCabe says, in “Cheaters Prosper” that “students were certainly cheating before the internet became available. But now it’s easier. Quicker. More anonymous.” The laziness of students today is clearly shown by their habits of cheating, especially using the internet which makes it so easy. This lack of effort will certainly lead to lack of effort later in life, when their cheating and laziness might have much larger consequences. 


One may ask why people cheat. One reason: The fear of failure. The fear of failure is what drives some to do well, it is also what drives them to cheat. Our society leads us to believe that if we can’t make the grade, we will not succeed. According to Google, the unemployment rate in the U.S. is 9.1%. With this lofty number hanging over our heads, we become afraid of our future and think that if we don’t do well in school, we will fail.  But, we did not give ourselves this idea. “Some parents are under the impression that if you don’t do well and your grades aren’t top, you’ll be lying in a gutter somewhere for the rest of your life.” (Cheaters Prosper). Parents play a major role in the reason students cheat. They put a massive amount of pressure on their children to succeed. When this pressure becomes too much, students will resort to cheating to keep their hope for the future intact. Now, fearful people have been created. These cheaters will not prosper because they are scared and hopeless. They have resorted to doing absolutely anything to secure a happy future, but, by doing so, they have transformed into dishonest, unstable, and afraid people who eventually let their fear of failure outweigh their hope for success. 


Worse than other reasons why cheating is bad, the lack of pride cheaters take in their work is the main reason why cheaters don’t prosper. After working really hard on an assignment, after pouring one’s heart and soul into a project or a paper, he feels a strong sense of pride about his work. When something does not come easily, but he put a lot of effort into understanding it, it is so much more rewarding when he aces a test on it. Cheaters don’t feel this healthy pride because they know that they cheated. In “Cheaters Prosper, Schlute says that of students, after being asked if they cheated, “few appeared to feel shame.” Not only do they miss out on the pride of success, but they do not even feel bad about cheating. This can lead to bad decisions and lapses in judgements because they if they feel that they are above the rules and can justify  cheating now, then they will certainly break other rules and laws which could end up getting them into a lot of trouble.  They may be proud of the fact that they successfully cheated, but that is not nearly as rewarding as the pride of having their hard work pay off. Without knowing how good it feels to really earn something, cheaters will not have the incentive to go out and do things that are difficult. This will keep them from taking risks later in life and making difficult decisions that will lead to success and happiness later in life. 


Cheaters don’t prosper. They don’t learn the things that they need to know later in life. They keep themselves from getting the help they need because they just want a good grade. Cheating plants poisonous seeds in their minds that could lead to bad habits and decisions that could do more harm than cheating. Most importantly, cheaters don’t get the satisfaction of having their hard work pay off. Cheaters put themselves at a major disadvantage. They give themselves a sense of false pride that leads them through life jumping from one small joy to the next. If they could just be honest with themselves, they would feel the overpowering and inspirational pride of accomplishment. Cheaters do not relinquish their bad habits later in life, they go on to continue to make bad choices. If they’d like to end up getting kicked out of Harvard like Ted Kennedy or end up in jail for being corrupt like the former governor of Connecticut, John Rowland, that’s fine. If they can do the seemingly impossible and display integrity, then they are sure to succeed.


